
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 
 5 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Dan Brown, 6 

Isabel Gogarty and Andy Hooper.  Farhad Khan was absent. 7 
 8 
Staff Present: Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Police Chief Tom Hanley and Director of 9 
Public Works Planning Emmalee Cherington 10 
 11 

Also Present:  Interested parties. 12 

 13 

1. Call to Order 14 
 15 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Carpenter. 16 
 17 

2.  Approval of Agenda 18 
 19 
Seeley moved to approve the agenda and Hooper seconded the motion. There were no 20 

changes or additions, so the motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. and the agenda was 21 
approved as presented.  MOTION PASSED. 22 

 23 
3. Approval of Consent Agenda 24 

 25 
Gogarty moved to approve the consent agenda, and Seeley seconded the motion. 26 

 27 

3a. Approval of Minutes of the January 10, 2023 Regular Selectboard Meeting 28 
 29 
Seeley had one change to the minutes on line 167 – “the” should be “they”. 30 

 31 
3b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 32 

• Infrastructure Committee - 1.9.2023  33 
• Energy Committee - 1.18.2023  34 

 35 
3c. Letter of Support - ACORN’s Grant Application for a Feasibility Study for Expansion of 36 
its Food Hub 37 

• The Addison County Relocalization Network (ACORN) is seeking a letter of 38 
support from the Town for its upcoming application to the USDA for a Rural 39 
Business Development Grant to fund a feasibility study to determine the 40 

viability of the expansion of ACORN’s Food Hub. The possible expansion 41 
would involve the construction of a new building in Middlebury (location 42 
TBD).  43 

 44 
3d. Letter of Thanks to American Legion Post #27 for Support of the New Year’s Eve 45 
Fireworks Display 46 
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• This communication thanks the American Legion Post #2 for their donation 47 
of $5,000 to cover the costs of the recent New Year’s Eve fireworks display 48 
put on by the Town’s Parks and Recreation Department. 49 

 50 

3e. Signature of Annual Certificate of Highway Mileage 51 

• The annual Certificate of Highway Mileage is required by the Vermont Agency 52 
of Transportation as part of the State’s process of allocating the legislature’s 53 

appropriation of annual town highway aid.  54 
 55 

3f. Consent Agenda Placeholder 56 
 57 
3g. Town Manager’s Report 58 

• Update on EcoGlobal Project from ACEDC - EcoGlobal is relaunching the 59 
sales and distribution of EkoMats and are developing possible strategic 60 

partnership opportunities.  61 
 62 
The motion to approve the consent agenda carried with 6 in favor, 1 abstention on the 63 
Selectboard Minutes approval (Seeley) and 1 absent. 64 

 65 
4.  Citizen Comments 66 

 67 
Judy Wiger-Grohs wanted to thank Director of Public Works Operations Bill Kernan for 68 
agreeing to find out who is responsible for testing the wells at the airport. She also said the 69 

Middlebury College Science Café is holding a meeting on February 2nd about the effect of 70 

road salt on our water supply, because that is an increasing concern.  Wiger-Grohs also 71 

wanted to know about the public meeting the Selectboard was going to ask VTrans for to 72 
present the Master Plan.  Carpenter said VTrans has come to Middlebury twice to present 73 

the Master Plan, and he will be following up with them once it is finalized to see if they can 74 
return, but he doesn’t know what more they could present that they haven’t already.  Wiger-75 
Grohs said she believes there’s a discrepancy or impasse, because the assumption of the 76 

interested parties was that VTrans would present the Master Plan to the Selectboard and 77 
residents before it was finalized, and that doesn’t seem to be the case now.    78 

 79 
Carpenter introduced the new Assistant Town Manager David Sophrin. 80 
 81 

 82 

5. Agenda Placeholder 83 
 84 

 85 

6. Public Works - Recommendations/Updates from 1.12.23 Infrastructure Committee 86 
Meeting 87 

 88 
6a. Approval of Construction Contract for Halladay Road Pump Station 89 

 90 
Cherington said we received two bids for the Halladay Road Pump Station from Champlain 91 
Construction for $710,291.75; and Belden Construction for $844,000.  She said the 92 
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engineer has reviewed the bids and recommends going with Champlain Construction.  She 93 
said the bid excludes the cost of the generator, because the Selectboard approved at an 94 

earlier meeting to purchase the generator ahead of time, but since that approval Champlain 95 
Construction has found one locally that they can acquired in 20-weeks, but it’s $5.000 more 96 
than the original quote.  She said the Infrastructure Committee has recommended 97 
approval. 98 
 99 

Hooper moved to award a contract to Champlain Construction Inc. for the construction 100 
contract for the Halladay Road Pump Station project at a total cost of $710,291.75.  Seeley 101 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 102 
 103 

6b. Approval of Contract for HVAC Improvements at the  104 

Police Department’s Adaptive Reuse Building 105 
 106 

Cherington said the police staff use the storage building as their gymnasium, but there are 107 
moisture and ventilation issues.  She said former Planning Director Dan Werner had 108 

ordered garage doors to close off the garage areas which will help, but they also obtained 109 
quotes for HVAC upgrades and basement water remediation work.   110 

 111 
She said Newton Electrical quoted $46,200 to do the HVAC upgrades. 112 
 113 

Seeley moved to award a contract to Newton Electrical Refrigeration Air Conditioning Inc 114 
for the Police Station Storage Building - HVAC project at a total cost of $46,200.00. Hooper 115 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 116 

 117 

Cherington said the quote for the basement remediation from Matt Clark Northern 118 
Basement Systems is $5,402.22, and this would involve piping up the water up and out of 119 

the building to a storm drain. 120 
 121 
Seeley pointed out that there are still funds available in this project’s budget to cover the 122 

cost of both of these items, and Cherington said it would cover the garage doors as well, 123 
but that these expenses would be close to exhausting the funds. 124 

 125 
Seeley moved to award a contract to northern Basement Systems for the Police Station 126 
Storage Building - Water Abatement at a total cost of $5,402.22. Gogarty seconded the 127 
motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 128 

 129 

6d. Approval of Contract for Access Improvement & Soil Boring for the Upcoming 130 

Chipman Hill Water Storage Tank 131 
 132 
Cherington said this would involve site work, tree clearing and construction of an access 133 
road into the area so Geotech can do soil borings to know what we need for a foundation.  134 
She said DeBisschop Excavating has come in with a quote of $21,925, which will include 135 

clearing, but they’ll leave as many screening trees as possible, and will build the road. 136 
 137 
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Seeley moved to award a contract to DeBisschop Excavating for access improvements and 138 
soil borings relating to the upcoming Chipman Hill Water Storage Tank project at a total 139 

cost of $21,925.00. Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in 140 
favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 141 
 142 

6e. Approval of Pre-Purchase of Waterline for South Street Project 143 
 144 

Cherington said they’ve been working on Phase 4 of the South Street Project, that has 145 
been split into two different phases. She said they are recommending moving ahead with 146 
relocating the water line from the west side of South Street to the east side this year, and 147 
then the sewer and stormwater portion would be done next year.   148 
 149 

She said we are planning on using 12” ductile iron pipe and the last she heard the timeline 150 
for obtaining the pipe was 20-weeks, so she and the engineer are proposing pre-buying the 151 

waterline before the project goes to bid so we aren’t waiting that 20-weeks after the 152 
contract is awarded.  She said if we wait, it’s possible we wouldn’t be able to construct 153 

much this year.  She said there had been concern at the Infrastructures Committee meeting 154 
about storage for the pipe, but they are close to working out a deal with Middlebury College 155 

for a location, and, they were also concerned about purchasing all this pipe and what 156 
happens if for some reason the project wasn’t able to move forward.  She said they’d 157 
reached out to two different vendors for quotes and both vendors indicated there would be 158 

no problem re-selling the pipe should the project not happen.  She said the other reason 159 
they want to pre-buy is because there are a lot of municipalities trying to get projects out to 160 

bid to use ARPA funds, and if they get their order ahead of us our order goes behind theirs 161 

and the 20-week wait would get even longer.  She said the quotes they received were 162 

ranged between $203,000 to $227,000, and that wouldn’t include fittings which doesn’t 163 
have the backlog the pipe does. 164 

 165 
Carpenter said he has no doubt that this type of project is going to be in hot demand, so 166 
we’re wise to purchase it ahead of time, because we have to get these ARPA projects 167 

done. 168 
 169 

Seeley moved to authorize the Public Works Department to pre-purchase the pipe 170 
materials associated with the upcoming 2023 summer South Street Project.  Gogarty 171 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 172 
 173 

6f. Other Public Works Infrastructure Projects - Updates 174 

 175 

South Street Project - Cherington said this was supposed to go out to bid this week, but 176 
there were delays in putting together the information, so it is now scheduled to go out on 177 
February 3rd, which would allow enough time to have the bid assessed by March 3rd.  She 178 
said their goal was to get it to the Selectboard to award it on March 14th, but it might have 179 
to wait until the next meeting. 180 

 181 
Bakery Lane – She said they just received the 60% plans, and it was a bit shocking what 182 
the costs were coming in at, since we had a budget placeholder of $350,000 and the 183 
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estimates have come in at $944,771.  She said over 50% of that would be in wastewater, 184 
but there were some components added to the wastewater portion of the project. She said 185 

we need to circle back and think of how to use our funding for the next few years, and one 186 
proposal she’d made to the Infrastructure Committee was to go heavier on engineering for 187 
a little while so we have a lot of shovel-ready projects when funding became available.  She 188 
said they are still working on an easement for Bakery Lane, and they’ve added a wet well 189 
that will utilize a couple of parking spaces on the property owned by Kim Smith, so one 190 

thought was they could pave their parking area and line stripe it and maybe gain some 191 
parking spaces for them. 192 
 193 
Colonial Drive – She said they did a final walk through and did a punch-list of items that will 194 
be completed this spring. 195 

 196 
Wastewater Plant Upgrade – she said they’ve met with Hoyle Tanner to go over our overall 197 

scheduling and design goals and we should be getting an agreement from them in the next 198 
month or two.  She said the State needs to approve the agreement and then it would come 199 

to the Board, hopefully in mid-March, and then they can begin to upgrade the addendum 200 
and working on the plans.  She said they’re hoping to have the design at 90% completion 201 

by December of 2023 so they can get in the March 2024 funding cycle.  Seeley said they 202 
are also hoping to go for a bond vote for this project in March of 2024, and if it passes, it 203 
will show the Town support for the project when we go for funding,. 204 

 205 
Stormwater Permitting – She has been working with some of the properties we’re co-206 

permittees on, Mary Hogan School, Woodland Park Associates and Adams Acres 207 

properties.  She said she applied for a TAC grant, and we’ll find out in March if we’ll receive 208 

funds to help with the feasibility studies we’ll need.  She’s also working with two groups of 209 
UVM students, two engineering groups and two from environmental studies, and they’re 210 

working on stormwater issues. 211 
 212 
Springside Road resident Fred Dunnington said he and Dorothy Mammen are very 213 

concerned about the drainage from the Chipman Hill Project and the aesthetics and 214 
impacts to neighbors on Springside Road.  He said all the drainage from the water tank 215 

overflow is directed to the east, and any time they’re directed elsewhere it creates a 216 
problem for the neighbors, so they want to emphasize the importance to have any pumping 217 
of the reservoir or overflow all go to the east.  He said he doesn’t want to get into the details 218 
of the plans, and Cherington already knows their concerns, but wanted to let the Board 219 

know that it’s important to pay attention to those details so there aren’t problems on 220 

Chipman Hill.   221 

 222 
Cherington said she has been communicating with Dunnington and is very aware of his 223 
concerns and she told him this morning that one of the aspects the Geotech engineers will 224 
be looking at is the ground water assessment, but right now we’re just at 60% plans so 225 
there’s a lot of room for changes.   226 

 227 
 228 
 229 
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7. Finalize FY24 General Fund Budget 230 
 231 

Ramsay said the budget before the Board tonight incorporates the revenue enhancement 232 
options discussed at the last meeting, except for one.  She said they had discussed using 233 
ARPA funds to offset an increase in staffing in the Finance Office, but in lieu of that she is 234 
recommending increasing the administrative charges in the Water and Wastewater 235 
departments based on their proportionate share of our staff, so it’s just a reallocation of 236 

that, and that is reflected in this budget by about $27,000. 237 
 238 
She said this budget as presented separates out the transfer from the Cross Street Bridge 239 
Funds to a separate article as recommended by Town Counsel.  She said it doesn’t change 240 
the bottom line or the tax rate if the transfer is approved as proposed. 241 

 242 
She said there are also two minor expenditure adjustments, one being the Regional 243 

Planning Commission’s annual assessment that was reduced by $329 and the Addison 244 
County tax assessment that was reduced by $5,196. 245 

 246 
She said based on a conservative estimate for planning purposes of no-growth in the 247 

Grand List, the tax rate would be $.8475 or an $ .0451 increase over the current year. 248 
 249 
Seeley said in years past when planning the Court Street and Washington Street projects 250 

there was money to be taken from the Local Option Tax Fund, but she isn’t sure if that 251 
money was used. Ramsay said we had not used it. Seeley said she wanted to emphasize 252 

to the voters at Town Meeting that just because we authorize the use of that money, we 253 

haven’t had to pull that money because we’ve been so successful obtaining grants. 254 

Ramsay said it’s good to have the authorization in hand to minimize any borrowing we must 255 
do.  256 

 257 
Carpenter said he thinks what the voters want to know is that we’re not drawing the funds 258 
down.  He said the original purpose of those funds was for the maintenance of the bridge, 259 

and there is a very robust balance and we have more than is needed for that.  He said this 260 
is the one opportunity to have the entire community contribute to the betterment of the 261 

community, and the balance is continuing to go up even though we’ve taken some funds 262 
out. 263 
 264 
Seeley said the chart showing the municipal tax rate is helpful, and Carpenter pointed out 265 

the tax rate has only gone up 7% in the last 5 years, which is well below the inflation rate. 266 

 267 

Fuentes-George moved to approve the FY24 budget for presentation to the voters at the 268 
upcoming Town Meeting.  Gogarty seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in 269 
favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 270 
 271 

8. Finalize Town Meeting Warning 272 

 273 
Ramsay said Article 2 approves the budget figure just approved, and Article 3 is about the 274 
transferring of Cross Street Bridge Funds for Capital Improvement projects.  She noted the 275 
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bond for the new police station from 2003 will be paid off in FY25, and that amount is 276 
$90,000 so we could reduce the amount of the Cross Street Bridge Funds by that amount 277 

once it is paid off.  278 
 279 
Carpenter said Article 4 will be discussed in Executive Session, so they won’t be voting on 280 
the final Warning until after they know the outcome of the discussion in Executive Session. 281 
 282 

Ramsay went over the remaining Articles in the draft Warning, including the Articles to be 283 
voted on by Australian ballot the following day. 284 
 285 
Hooper asked if Article 6 was not approved, which is to collect property taxes in two equal 286 
installments, would it go back to three payments as it has been in the past.  Ramsay said 287 

the Article would need to be amended from the floor at Town Meeting, or before the 288 
Warning is approved.  Seeley said there would be a presentation at Town Meeting 289 

explaining the reasoning for going to two payments. 290 
 291 

Ramsay said it would be an in-person Town Meeting at the MUHS Auditorium with balloting 292 
the next day at the Recreation Center. 293 

 294 
8a. Approval of Revised Declaration of  295 

Intent to Bond for Water Storage Facility Improvements 296 

 297 
Ramsay said in order to authorize the inclusion of the Intent to Bond on the Warning, the 298 

Selectboard should sign a resolution about finding it necessary to bond. 299 

 300 

Seeley moved to authorize Town Clerk, Ann Webster, to sign the revised Declaration of 301 
Official Intent of the Town of Middlebury in relation to potential bonding for the construction 302 

of a water tank for public drinking water system.  Hooper seconded the motion.  The motion 303 
carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 304 
 305 

Seeley noted this project is the number one item on the hydrologic study of the water 306 
system, and it has long been a major violation in our review by the State.  Ramsay said 307 

Cherington has prepared a nice handout on the project and is preparing the presentation. 308 
 309 

8b. Approval of Resolution of Necessity to Bond to Finance Construction of Water 310 
Storage Facility Improvements 311 

 312 

Seeley moved to authorize Town Clerk Ann Webster to sign the Resolution Certificate for 313 

the Bond for the Water Storage Tank to be presented to the voters at Town Meeting on 314 
March 7, 2023.  Gogarty seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 315 
absent. MOTION PASSED. 316 
 317 
 318 

 319 
 320 
 321 



  

SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES 1.24.23 8 

 

9. Public Hearing on Final Adoption of Revisions to Town Noise Ordinance 322 
 323 

Carpenter said the Board is conducting a final public hearing to take questions and 324 
comments from the Middlebury community regarding a proposed change to the noise 325 
ordinance, pertaining to quiet hours. 326 
 327 
Chief Hanley said recently we’ve made amendments to this 30 year old ordinance to make 328 

it more practical and easier to enforce, and we’ve found that is the case.  He said it 329 
streamlines a lot of things and creates two quiet hours:10 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. on weekdays, 330 
and 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. on weekends.  He said that means any time during those time 331 
periods you are creating noise that is bothering someone is prime facia and is in violation of 332 
the ordinance, and if the police respond and find the noise is unreasonable it is a violation 333 

of the ordinance.  He said they’ve done a couple of these complaints recently that seemed 334 
to help, but none involved the properties that most of the people in the audience were here 335 

about this evening.  He said there are some exceptions to this ordinance, such as the need 336 
for emergency repairs, and there are other noises in the night that are reasonable and 337 

necessary, such as the Vermont Railways trains switching cars in the middle of the night, or 338 
an ambulance.  He said what is not reasonable and unnecessary are the social noises and 339 

that is what the Ordinance is meant to control. 340 
 341 
Hooper asked what a waiver fine was, and Hanley said it means when they get the ticket 342 

they can plead “no contest” and mail in their fine of $200 and they’re done, or they can 343 
contest the ticket and go to court where they potentially could be fined up to $800. 344 

 345 

Resident John Tenny said we’re fortunate to live in a community where a great many of the 346 

residents are courteous and considerate, but then there are the others and those are the 347 
ones we make rules for. He said in student group activities we get boisterous situations that 348 

can get out of hand, so having rules to keep that under control are important. He said the 349 
Noise Ordinance as it stands and as revised, calls for a certain repose to be maintained 350 
that is consistent in the neighborhood and then sets separately, and concurrently, specific 351 

times of limitations of any activity later so the public and neighborhood can be protected.  352 
He said there have been some residents in close proximity to the party locations and 353 

activities and have noted as the hours get later,  the drinking increases, the noise levels 354 
keep going up and the activities get pretty rowdy.  He said this adjustment in hours from 355 
1:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday night is very important for neighborhoods 356 
and he thinks it will make an important difference, and he encourages the Board to adopt 357 

the amendments, and the residents need to work closely with the police to make the best of 358 

the situation. 359 

 360 
Hanley said this Ordinance previously was a misdemeanor and prosecutors were reluctant 361 
to prosecute Town Ordinances and have told municipalities they need to make them civil 362 
ordinances, so this is now a civil ordinance so they can address the problem the night it’s 363 
happening and not have to write it up as a criminal misdemeanor.  He said there is also a 364 

list of unreasonable noises that can’t be done regardless of the time of day, such as 365 
unreasonable noises and disturbances, but if you’re doing it after those set hours it’s 366 
automatic. 367 
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 368 
Kathy Boe recently moved next to the former Sunshine Daycare building that is currently 369 

home to the College football team.  She relayed stories of the parties at this property and 370 
the noise that wakes the neighborhood up and the trash and debris that remains on lawns 371 
after the party.  She said sometimes they have 20+ students that are outside screaming 372 
and shouting obscenities and it’s been appalling to her since these are nice kids, but they 373 
seem to have no clue.  She’s never called the police before, but it's gotten horrible and has 374 

changed the way she feels about where she lives and the neighborhood.  Carpenter said 375 
the Board is aware of this house and thinks these amendments will help, but the neighbors 376 
need to call the police so they can go in to educate them and can now penalize them. 377 
 378 
Hanley said it’s important for people to call them when these noise events happen, 379 

because there is a public nuisance process that goes beyond the Noise Ordinance, but that 380 
process doesn’t start until they get several calls on the same property, but without the calls 381 

they can’t do anything. 382 
 383 

Marc Witkin asked about the public nuisance process.  Hanley said after there are 4 384 
complaints in a brief period of time, the property owner/landlord is put on notice it is a public 385 

nuisance and they need to meet with Hanley and produce a plan that they’re going to follow 386 
to make sure this doesn’t continue, and if that plan fails, it eventually leads to a civil fine, 387 
and beyond that the Town can order the property vacated and declared a public nuisance.  388 

He said they’ve never taken one to that extreme, but they have started the process with 389 
several landlords, and they usually ended the problem by not renting to students. 390 

 391 

Witkin asked about the fine for a noise ordinance, and Hanley said the ticket is issued to 392 

the responsible person for the party.  Witkin doesn’t see this ordinance doing anything to 393 
help the problems for the noise in his neighborhood, because the noise happens at these 394 

properties early in the evening, not just late at night, and he doesn’t like to call the police on 395 
the students since he’s a professor at the College.  Carpenter asked Witkin if he had 396 
discussed these noise complaints from student housing to the Dean of Students, and 397 

Witkin said he had not, and he feels another problem with that property is the number of 398 
students living in the building, because he feels it’s too many. 399 

 400 
Matt Curran from Middlebury College said he was there for Director of Community 401 
Relations Sue Ritter who was traveling.  He said the College supports the amendments to 402 
the Noise Ordinance 100%.  He said the only question they have is around authorized 403 

events at the College such as reunions, commencement and the summer school programs, 404 

so they need to find a way to work with the Police Department so those events can 405 

continue without penalty and can be sure any restrictions are in.  Hanley said the Town 406 
should do something like the blanket liquor license for the College, and there are other 407 
venues in town that have legitimate programmed events, such as the film festival, Memorial 408 
Sports Center, and the music festival, and those have never had any complaints.  He thinks 409 
they can come up with some type of permit for these events to happen, although they still 410 

have to abide by the unreasonable noise, it just removes the time limit, and he said he 411 
could bring that to the Board as a recommendation, but these events are not driving the 412 
Noise Ordinance amendments, it’s the social noise. Hooper said we had received 413 
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correspondence from a Chipman Park resident saying they were often disturbed by noise 414 
from College events, so we need to mindful of where these events are being held on 415 

campus. 416 
 417 
Eli Madden spoke on his experience growing up in Middlebury and of his experience with 418 
Middlebury College students.  He feels the students are not being held accountable for their 419 
actions and doesn’t believe a $200 fine will have much impact on them.  He went on to 420 

express his opinion on the way students were treated compared to locals. 421 
 422 
Jean Stone, Director of the Addison County Restorative Justice Services, said their focus is 423 
helping folks who cause harm to the community to take responsibility and make amends, 424 
and they’re working with Chief Hanley to create programs to work with some of the young 425 

people who are causing harm to their neighbors. She said they assembled teams to take 426 
these referrals and part of the process is to meet with these young people and make them 427 

think about what harm they’ve done to these neighbors.  She said the first step in 428 
Restorative Justice is to reach out to the people who are being impacted by  these actions 429 

and bring their voice into the process, so the ones causing the harm know there is an 430 
impact for their action and then they have to accept a contract saying they will repair the 431 

harm and they won’t do it again, and if it happens again, then the police proceed with 432 
whatever action is warranted.  She’s really hopeful that some of these people will learn 433 
from this programs. 434 

 435 
Hooper asked if this process would be in lieu of fines, and Hanley said they’d like to see 436 

them go through the program first before they go to a fine. Gogarty said this program was 437 

instituted at Castleton College recently and what she liked about it was, first, the 438 

accountability of young people so early within their careers who are doing things people do 439 
in college, and second, that they repaired the relationship so there was no longer tension 440 

with the residents.  She said the program also trained some of the residential advisors on 441 
campus so they could do roommate mediations, so that issues didn’t blow up to be bigger 442 
problems.  Stone said they also have a program to help mediate with landlord/tenant issues 443 

as well. 444 
 445 

Carpenter closed the public hearing.   446 
 447 
Hooper moved to approve the proposed amendments to the Ordinance for the Regulation 448 
of Noise.  Gogarty seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor, 1 absent.  449 

MOTION PASSED. 450 

 451 

John Tenny said he saw on the agenda they had an upcoming Town/College lunch, and he 452 
hoped they would discuss civics with the College, both in regard to the students and the 453 
administration in regard to their relations with the community. 454 
 455 
 456 

 457 
 458 
 459 
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10. Letter to State of Vermont Requesting the Redetermination of the  460 
Common Level of Appraisal 461 

 462 
Ramsay said as discussed at the last meeting, we believe there is an opportunity to adjust 463 
our CLA and this letter is just a request to work with the State on this review. 464 
 465 
Seeley said we completed the last reappraisal in 2019 and it had been 10 or 12 years since 466 

we’d needed to do one, so it’s hard to believe we would need to do another one in such a 467 
short amount of time just because COVID drove the house prices so high.  Ramsay said 468 
there is some initiative at the State level having to deal with CLA due to the high number of 469 
towns falling into the category. 470 
 471 

11. Review Agenda for the Town/College February Lunch 472 
 473 

Carpenter said this time along with himself and Ramsay, Hooper would be attending the 474 
lunch and discussed the agenda and the items to be discussed. 475 

 476 
13. Approval of Check Warrants 477 

 478 
Gogarty moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $676,924.72, consisting of 479 
$559,889.44 for Accounts Payable and $117,035.28 for payroll, for the period January 11, 480 

2023 through January 24, 2023.  Brown seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in 481 
favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 482 

 483 

14.  Board Member Concerns 484 

 485 
Gogarty thanked everyone who have been doing the public and private plowing. 486 

 487 
Hooper referred to an article in Seven Days about towns around the State regulating short-488 
term rentals. He said the article referenced a site that lets you see all the AirBnB’s and 489 

VRBOs in each town, and he saw 63 in Middlebury which there is clearly demand for it, but 490 
it does change the landscape and maybe consider taking the action other towns are.  491 

Brown agreed this is something the Town needs to look at.  492 
 493 
Fuentes-George said we now have a website, www.middpride.org, for Middlebury Pride 494 
that will be on June 25, 2023.  She said the Teen Center also received the grant the Tree 495 

Committee applied for so they will be planting fruit trees.   She also wondered what the 496 

College process was to allow student housing, and maybe the Restorative Justice process 497 

should be done as a requirement before students are allowed to move off-campus and the 498 
students need to meet with the neighbors.   499 
 500 

15. Executive Session – Real Estate 501 
 502 

Fuentes-George said in accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law requirements, she 503 
moved that the Board find that premature general knowledge of the consideration of 504 
consideration of a real estate matter would clearly place the Selectboard at a substantial 505 
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disadvantage, because the Select Board risks disclosing its litigation strategy if it discusses 506 
the real estate matter in public. Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in 507 

favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED. 508 
 509 
Fuentes-George further moved that the Board enter Executive Session to discuss a real 510 
estate matter under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1) of the Vermont Statutes.  511 
Hooper seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION 512 

PASSED. 513 
 514 
The Board entered Executive Session at 8:50 p.m. 515 
 516 

15. Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session 517 

 518 
The Board exited Executive Session at 9:00 p.m. upon motion by Hooper, seconded by 519 

Brown. 520 
 521 

Hooper moved to authorize the Town Manager to sign a purchase and sale agreement with 522 
Global Montello Group, Corp, for its property at 82 Court Street, Middlebury, the site of the 523 

former Maverick Gas Station, pending final review of the proposed agreement by Town 524 
Counsel The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent. MOTION PASSED. 525 
 526 

Seeley moved to authorize the Town Manager to submit an application to Vermont’s 527 
Brownfields Reuse and Environmental Liability Limitation (BRELLA) program for the 528 

property.  Fuentes-George seconded the motion. The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 529 

absent. MOTION PASSED. 530 

 531 
Hooper moved to approve the 2023 Town Meeting Warning as presented.  Fuentes-George 532 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 6 in favor, 1 absent.  MOTION PASSED.  533 
 534 

16.  Adjournment 535 

 536 
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 537 

 538 
The next regular meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be March 14, 2023 539 
 in the Town Offices. 540 
 541 

Respectfully submitted, 542 

Beth Dow 543 

 544 
 545 


